The Guidance Charter School

Regular Board Meeting

Tuesday, May 5, 2009

Agenda

Board Meeting

The Guidance Charter School

Administration Building/Cafeteria

1125-B East Palmdale Blvd.

Palmdale, CA 93550

· All public comments on Agenda and Non-Agenda are limited to three (3) minutes.

· Please turn off all cell phones and pagers.

· Any disruptive activities that substantially interfere with the ability of the School Board to carry out its meeting will not be permitted and offenders will be requested to leave the meeting.

·  It is a violation of the Brown Act for any Board Member to interact on any Non-Agenda item.         


Call to Order

:
6:00 p.m.

                  

Mr. Al-Khatib

Pledge of Allegiance:




                  

Mr. Preston


Roll Call

:




 

Ms. Ayala

Approve the Minutes for April 1, 2009 Regular Board Meeting.

Special Report:

· Presentation of award to Jose Tobar  8Th Grade for being  the best soccer player form our school with Tri-District League in this season.
OPEN PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS IF ANY:

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:

CABINET REPORTS;

Principal:

1. Update on Enrollment
2. Waiting List
3. Student of the month
4. Sports
5. Graduation

6. Cat-6 test

Executive Director:

1. Cash Flow / State Budget

2. City Council Hearing appeal for Classroom conversions 5/6/09
3. Information technology monthly security report

4. Fundraisers activities

5. Families in action courses by City of Palmdale

6. Swine Flu prevention measures by school

BOARD ACTION ITEMS:

I. Motion to approve payments for goods and services owed for the Month of  April 2009 as printed on Checking Journals.

Ms.Keene

II. Motion to approve school Budget for 2009-2010 and multi-year budget projections.

Ms.Keene

III. Motion to approve consent calendar;

1. Renewal of contract with people soft Financial System for
 2008-2009 school years.

Mr.Al-Khatib
IV. Discussion and Possible action regarding supporting or opposing State Prop 1A
“ Rainy Day Budget Stabilization Fund”











Mr.Al-Khatib

V. Discussion and Possible action regarding supporting or opposing State Prop 1B 
“ Education Funding Payment Plan”.

Mr.Al-Khatib

VI. Discussion and Possible action regarding supporting or opposing State Prop 1C

“ Lottery Modernization Act”.

Mr.Al-Khatib

VII. Discussion and Possible action regarding supporting or opposing State Prop 1D

“ Children Services Funding”.

Mr.Al-Khatib
VIII. Discussion and Possible action regarding supporting or opposing State Prop 1E

“ Mental Health Funding, Temporary reallocation”

Mr.Al-Khatib

IX. Discussion and Possible action regarding supporting or opposing State Prop 1F

“ Elected Official’s salary, prevent pay increases during budget deficit years”.
Mr.Al-Khatib

X. Discussion and Possible action regarding supporting or opposing City of Palmdale  Measure A “ Transient Tax increase”.
Mr.Al-Khatib

XI. Discussion and Possible action regarding supporting or opposing City of Palmdale  Measure B “ Repeal of Term limits”.

Mr.Al-Khatib
XII. Motion to approve amendment to students Zero tolerance policy, New policy to ready to read: 

Zero Tolerance Policy:

The Law

Although the term zero tolerance does not appear in law, the Federal Gun-Free Schools Act of 1994 requires school districts across the United States to pass what came to be labeled zero tolerance policies for firearms in order to remain eligible for funds.  The Act requires one calendar year of expulsion for any student bringing a firearm to school and referral of the student to law enforcement.

The California Legislature amended Education Code (EC) Section 48915 © to fulfill the federal mandate. California law also adds a requirement for the mandatory suspension and the recommendation for expulsion of students who:

· Possess, sell, or otherwise furnish a firearm

· Brandish a knife at another person

· Sell a controlled substance

· Commit or attempt to commit a sexual assault or sexual battery

· Possess an explosive

EC Section 48906 includes the requirement to refer a student with a firearm to law enforcement, and California EC Section 48915 requires the school district governing board to refer students who commit the above acts to an alternative program of study that meets the standards listed within the section.

Rationale for Establishing Zero Tolerance Policies

Given public concern about escalating incidences of school violence, and in the wake of school shootings, school district governing boards adopted zero tolerance policies to send a “get tough” message to the community that violent behavior, incidents, and crime would not be tolerated.  Policies were adopted that advised there would be no tolerating more common causes of expulsion, which are listed in EC Section 49915 (a).  For these offenses, the law states that the principal or superintendent may find that “expulsion is inappropriate due to the particular circumstance.”  These significant but discretionary infractions include:

· Causing serious physical injury to another person, except in self-defense

· Possession of any knife or other dangerous object of no reasonable use to the pupil

· Unlawful possession of any controlled substance, except for the possession of not more than one ounce of marijuana

· Robbery or extortion

· Assault or battery on any school employee

These infractions require that the decision to expel a student be based on one of the following findings:

1. Other means of correction are not feasible or have repeatedly failed to bring about proper conduct.

2. Due to the nature of the act, the presence of the pupil causes continuing danger to the physical safety of the pupil or others

Ms.Keene

XIII. Motion to approve a letter of authorization to Palmdale school District to apply on the GCS school behalf for various grants and funding sources as deemed appropriate.
Mr.Al-Khatib

XIV. Motion to approve appointment of Karri Robertson from City of Palmdale families in Action program to the school expulsion committee.
Mr.Al-Khatib

XV. Motion to approve agreement with City of Palmdale in regards to referring possible expelled students to Families in Action courses as a requirement for expulsion suspension.

Mr.Al-Khatib
CLOSED SESSION ITEMS:

1. Expulsion hearing regarding student # 1282.
2. Evaluation of GCS School Principal for school year 2008-2009.

3. Evaluation of GCS Executive Director for school year 2008-2009.

Adjournment to June 3, 2009
